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BIOL 1010 - GENERAL BIOLOGY                                Fall 2014 
     

 

Sec 04 – CRN 46656;   Lecture:  M, W, F   2:00 pm – 2:50 pm,   Science 109 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Don Warner         Office: Science 133 

Office Hours: M,W,F 8-9 am, M,W 3-4 pm or by appointment. 

Office Phone: 652-7631      Email: warner@dixie.edu  
 

Required Texts: Campbell Essential Biology (5
th
 ed., purple book with green praying mantis 

on cover) by Simon, Dickey, and Reece. This is the textbook I will be teaching out of and so it 

will follow my lectures closely and provide the best source for finding answers to the homework 

problems. If you are really broke, you could get the 4
th
 ed. (white with a frog on the front cover). 

You can probably find most of what you want in here, but you may have to dig a little deeper for 

some answers. In place of a printed version of the textbook, you could purchase a Kindle version 

of the textbook or an e-text version at the Mastering Biology website (see next paragraph). 

Required Website: In addition to the textbook, you will need to pay for access to the textbook 

website, to be found at: www.masteringbiology.com.  You also have the option of purchasing a 

new textbook with access code to the website from the campus bookstore, or you can go directly 

to the above website and purchase access at the website. An e-text version of Campbell 

Essential Biology is available for purchase at the website or you may search online for a used 

print version of the textbook, but you must purchase an e-text or print version of the 

textbook and access to the website.  

Do not purchase “Virtual Labs” when asked.  

You will need to enter the Instructor’s course ID number: WARNER46656.    

This site contains homework assignments and a bunch of additional resources for students to 

help you learn and understand the science of biology.  

 

Here is a list of dates you should be aware of throughout the semester 
 

Aug 29:   Last Day to Add Without a Signature  

Sep 1:    Labor Day Holiday  

Sep 15:   Last Day to Drop without receiving a “W” grade  

Sep 19:   Last Day to Add/Audit  

Oct 16-17:   Fall Semester Break  

Oct 20:   Last Day to Drop  

Nov 14:   Last Day for Complete Withdrawal  

Nov 26-28:   Thanksgiving Break  

Dec 12:   Class-work Ends  

Dec 15-19:   Final Exams  

 

College Withdrawal Policy: Students may withdraw from courses through Nov 14
th

. Dropping 

after this time requires approval from the Academic Appeals committee (forms available in the 

Advisement Office).  If you miss this deadline or simply stop coming to class and don’t officially 

drop, expect to see an “F” or “WF” as your final grade. 

mailto:warner@dixie.edu
http://www.masteringbiology.com/
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About this Course:  This course is an introduction to the general principles of biology for non-

science students.  Students planning careers in the health sciences, or majoring in biology, should 

enroll in Biology 1610/1615.  Topics covered include cell structure and function, cellular 

respiration, photosynthesis, cellular reproduction, DNA structure and function, genetics, and 

evolution of microbes, fungi, plants, and animals. 

 

Course Objectives:  After successful completion of this course, the student will be able to; 

1. Explain and apply major concepts of the view of life, the cell and the genetic basis of life. 

2. Explain the process of evolution. 

3. Demonstrate knowledge of the processes of science including asking testable questions, 

using inductive and deductive reasoning in forming hypotheses and in making reliable 

predictions. 

4. Explain the methods of science and distinguish among the natural sciences, liberal arts, 

and pseudoscience. 

5. Understand and be able to discuss important issues in biology, both past and present. 

6. Understand and appreciate something of the natural world around you and consider ways 

in which you can help preserve the natural world. 

 

Tutoring Center:  Drop-in tutoring allows students to work on assignments independently while 

having the opportunity to have tutor assistance when needed.  Peer tutors are available Monday 

through Friday during designated hours.  Students are encouraged to drop by the Tutoring Center 

to pick up a Drop-in Tutoring Schedule that lists specific times and subjects. (Check the Drop in 

schedule regularly because times and subjects offered may change during the course of the 

semester.)  Each time you come in for Drop-in tutoring, you must present a valid Dixie State 

College student identification card to the receptionist.  The receptionist will sign you in and keep 

your card until you leave the Tutoring Center. http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/  

 

Academic dishonesty/academic integrity policy: 

 

ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE   34.1  Cheating:  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be 

tolerated at Dixie State College, including but on limited to plagiarism on written assignments, 

submitting other person’s work as one’s own, and cheating on exams or quizzes.  Teachers at 

Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

 

34.1.3 Immediately  dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place 

on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student 

 

 

 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:       

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 

adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact 

the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 

determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 

appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes 

the provision of services.  

Disruptive Behavior:  "Classrooms are special environments in which students and faculty come 
together to promote learning and growth. It is essential in these environments that respect for 
the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the 
general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Disruptive behaviors, such as chatting 
during lectures, arriving late to class, sleeping, texting, web browsing, game playing, reading 
non-class material, and others listed in the DSC Student Rights and Responsibilities Code, are 
not permitted and may result in your removal from class. Repetitive or seriously disruptive 
behavior, such as fighting, using profanity or insults, making personal or physical threats, or 
damaging property, will be reported to Campus Security. As the instructor, it is my 
responsibility to determine whether any specific student is disrupting the learning 
environment. Cell phones and other digital devices must be turned off during the lectures; 
please ask me if you want to use a tablet or computer for note-taking purposes. Cell phones 
may not be brought in to exams and cannot be used as calculators for exams." 
 

Attendance:  The following is the Dixie State College Attendance Policy: 

“Regular and prompt attendance in class and laboratory sessions is expected of every Dixie 

State College Student. Attendance requirements are established by each instructor and such 

requirements are enforced by the college .No absence excuses a student from completing work 

missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out which assignments are missed.” 

 

Although I will not be taking roll beyond the first week, attendance is essential to your success in 

this class! Besides, this is a really interesting class, why would you want to miss it? 

 

Grading:  Your final grade in the course is based on your performance in the following areas: 

 

1) Unit Exams (500 pts.)  Six Exams will be given covering material in the textbook and 

lectures.  The five best exam scores count toward the final grade since the lowest exam 

score will be dropped.  There are no make-ups of unit exams for any reason without a 

doctor’s written statement for your absence.  Exceptions will be made for athletes or 

others involved in university sponsored events, but prior permission must be granted by 

the instructor. All exams except the final exam will be administered in the testing center 

located in the North Plaza. http://new.dixie.edu/testing/  

 

2) Final Exam (100 pts.)  The final exam will be given in class in accordance with the final 

exam schedule.  It is comprehensive and there is no makeup.  Because finals are so 

important, to take the final exam at any time other than its scheduled time requires the 

approval of the division Dean.  To pass the course you must take the final at the 

scheduled time, even if you have an A grade on every test. 

http://new.dixie.edu/testing/
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3) Homework (150 pts.): Weekly homework assignments will be given that will be worth 

10 points each. They will be due and must be submitted by Saturday evening at 11:59 

pm. There is no make-up of homework and late homework will not be accepted for any 

reason without a doctor’s written statement for your absence.  You may access the 

homework assignments at the textbook website: www.masteringbiology.com. Instructor’s 

course ID: WARNER46656 

 

4) Extra Credit   (80 pts.):  10 points each (Maximum 80 points) for a one-page, type-

written (11pt Arial font, 1.0 spaces, 1.0 inch borders) summary of any eight of the 

following videos which are on reserve in the library.  You must use complete sentences, 

proper spelling and punctuation to get full credit. You must submit a typed paper to 

receive credit. Hand written summaries or emails will not be accepted.  

 

In addition to the summary include a paragraph discussing what you feel are the most 

important points from the video and another paragraph reflecting on what you 

learned from the video. Note: These written papers would be a good thing to add to your 

e-portfolio that you will be building throughout your college career.  

 

‘Mitosis and Meiosis’                       Due on or before Oct 15 

‘The Miracle of Life’            Due on or before Oct 15 

‘Heredity and Mutation’                   Due on or before Oct 24 

‘DNA: The Secret of Life’    Due on or before Oct 31 

‘Charles Darwin & the Tree of Life’  Due on or before Nov 7 

‘Natural Selection’                            Due on or before Nov 7 

‘The Human Influence’                     Due on or before Nov 14 

‘Selection and Adaptation’               Due on or before Nov 14 

‘Global Warming’     Due on or before Nov 21 

‘Rocky Mountain Beaver Pond’       Due on or before Nov 21 

‘The Rain Forest’                              Due on or before Dec 5 

‘The Trials of Life’                              Due on or before Dec 10 

‘It’s A Jungle Out There’                  Due on or before Dec 10 

 

5) Final Grade; Your final grade will be based on a possible point total of 750 points (five 

highest exam scores, fifteen homework assignments, plus the final).  At the end of the semester, 

any extra credit points earned will be added in to determine your final grade.  Your final grade 

will be based upon the following grading standard. 

 

Grading Standard:                  A  = 94-100%              A-  = 90-93.99% 

                B+  = 87-89.99           B  = 84-86.99%           B-  = 80-83.99% 

                C+  = 77-79.99%       C  = 74-76.99%           C-  = 70-73.99% 

                D+  = 67-69.99%       D  = 64-66.99%           D-  = 60-63.99% 

                                                   F  = < 60% 

 

The Facts:  Although this is a basic class in biology, it is a science course and “some folks think 

science is tough”. You will be introduced to a lot of new concepts and terminology.  I will do 

http://www.masteringbiology.com/
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everything I can to help you understand the material, but to get the most out of this class requires 

some real effort on your part. You should keep in mind three important ideas throughout the 

semester. 

 

1. There is no easy way through this course! 

2. Use your resources. See suggestion 2 below. 

3. If you are not studying, you’re not a student. I suggest you study 6-9 hours per week 

just for this class.  

 

Suggestions for successfully completing this course: 
 

1. Attend the class and use the website.  Read the text and take notes of what you read 

before coming to class (we will probably cover 10 to 15 pages of text material each time 

we meet). Take the self-quiz at the end of each chapter in the book and the practice test 

for each chapter found on the Mastering website.  Go through all of the “Activities” 

found on the Masteringbiology website. Ask questions in class about things you didn’t 

fully understand in your studying.  I will always try to provide you with an accurate 

answer (providing I know the answer).  If an answer requires a more detailed response 

than we have time for, we can discuss it outside of class. 

 

       2.  Exploit the resources provided: 

Me – My office hours are M,W,F 8-9 am, M,W 3-4 pm or by appointment. 

The textbook – Take the time to read through and outline each chapter before class.  

The Masteringbiology website: http://www.masteringbiology.com  

 

The Tutoring Center – Holland Building http://dixie.edu/tutoring/  

The Library – The Library has all kinds of information and resources. Visit the library 

or go to http://library.dixie.edu/   
 

3. Make a personal commitment to learn the material.  You should commit to spending 

6-9 hours per week studying for this class.  Make flash cards with definitions of all 

new words you are unfamiliar with. Form a study group with other students in the class 

or spend some time trying to explain the concepts to your friend or significant other. 

Your attitude and commitment will make a tremendous difference towards you benefiting 

the most from your college experience.  

 

4.  Take responsibility for your own education.  The teacher doesn’t determine how much 

information you learn from a particular course, you do!  

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

http://www.masteringbiology.com/
http://dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://library.dixie.edu/
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       Tentative Lecture Schedule 
 

This schedule may change and the actual chapters covered for a particular exam may change. 

You must attend class on a regular basis to know. 

 

Aug 25-29              Introduction, Chapter 1 

Sep 1                      Labor Day Holiday  

Sep 2-5   Chapter 8  

Sep 8-12                   Chapter 9  

Sep 12-15                  Test 1 in testing center 

Sep 15-19                Chapter 10  

Sep 22-26                Chapter 13  

Sep 26-29                Test 2 in testing center 

Sep 29-Oct 3               Chapter 14  

Oct 6-10        Chapter 15 

Oct 10-13                   Test 3 in testing center 

Oct 13-15                 Chapter 16 

Oct 16-17  Semester Break 

Oct 20-24                 Chapter 17 

Oct 27-31                 Chapter 2 

Oct 31-Nov 3              Test 4 in testing center 

Nov 3-7            Chapter 3 

Nov 10-14                  Chapter 4 

Nov 14-17                Test 5 in testing center 

Nov 17-21                Chapter 5 

Nov 24               Catch up  

Nov 26-28                Thanksgiving Holiday 

Dec 1-5            Chapter 6 

Dec 5-8             Test 6 in testing center 

 Dec 8-12  Chapter 7 

 

The Final Exam will be given in class at the following time: 

Sec 04   -   Wed- Dec 17- 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm 
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