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Biology 4440/4445                   Entomology and Entomology Lab Summer 2013 

 

Professor:  Dr. Jennifer Ciaccio 

Office:   Science 122 

Phone:  (305)773-9138 

Email:   ciaccio@dixie.edu 

 

 

Suggested Texts: A Field Guide of Insects (of some sort) 
      
About this course  

Topics covered include the study of the structure, development, classification, and life histories 

of insects, as well as ecological, economic, and management considerations. Uses a variety of 

teaching methods including lecture/discussion, field trips, writing assignments, videos, quizzes 

and exams, and laboratory.  

 

Course Objectives 

After successfully completing this course, students will be able to 

 Identify and classify the major orders and families of insects, esp. those found locally. 

 Label and identify external and internal insect morphology. 

 Discuss the ecological and economic importance of insects. 

 Collect and photograph insect specimens. 

 Critically read and evaluate primary literature on entomological topics. 

 Design and implement scientifically sound experiments. 

 Analyze and interpret data and draw logical conclusions from that data. 

 Disseminate data and conclusions in scientifically appropriate manners. 

 

Readings and Papers 

There will be twenty-one primary source readings that each student will be expected to 

intelligently discuss during class.  Each reading will be on a different topic in the field of 

Entomology.  Participation in discussions will be graded.  Students will be expected to lead two 

discussions. 
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Field Trips 

There will be several field trips to local parks and natural areas.  The purpose of these trips is to 

obtain insects for student collections and to perform field experiments.  Attendance of these 

trips is mandatory and will be graded along with participation.  For field trips, be sure to wear 

sturdy shoes (at least sneakers, but hiking boots are better), long pants (there are many cacti 

around) and clothes you won’t mind getting dirty, wet or ripped.  You will be supplied with the 

necessary equipment to collect and store insects; however, you may find the following useful: 

back pack, knife (Swiss Army variety – no hunting knives) or all-purpose camp tool, flat-head 

screwdriver, flashlight, first aid kit, digital camera (each group must have at least one on each 

trip), binoculars.  You must bring at least a gallon of water to each field site and be able to carry 

at least a liter at a time.  You should also bring snack food and lunch.  If you do not bring water 

and food, you will NOT go on the field trip. 

 

Experiments 

Students will design and perform 9 experiments and produce an abstract for each.  Oral 

presentations of the results of one experiment will take place on the final day of class.  More 

information will be given at a later time.   

 

Grading Policy 

You may expect the following grade based on percent of points earned: 

 A  = 93-100% 

 A- = 90-92.9% 

 B+ = 87-89.9% 

 B  = 83-86.9% 

 B- = 80-82.9% 

 C+ = 77-79.9% 

 C  = 73-76.9% 

 C- = 70-72.9% 

 D+ = 67-69.9% 

 D  = 63-66.9% 

 D- = 60-62.9% 

 F= 0-59.9% 

 

You can calculate percent with this formula: (points earned/total points) * 100 

 

Grades will NOT be curved and extra credit assignments will not be given.  Extra credit 

questions MAY be given on exams. 

 

Students needing Accommodations  

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course 

you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the 
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North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance 

in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516   

College Withdrawal Policy 

Students may drop or audit courses through May 18th without receiving a “W.”  Dropping after 

this time requires approval from the Academic Appeals Committee (forms available in the 

Advisement Office). 

 

Library Services 

Students will be oriented during a scheduled class period about the available services.  For help, 

see assignment guide at: http://library.dixie.edu/courses/subjectguides.html 
 

Writing Center 

See the on-line writing center at:  http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/. We will review the citation style to 
be used for papers in class. 

 

Students are warned that plagiarism results in a failing grade “F” for the entire course (if you 
are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, go to: http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ or see: 
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html ) 

 

Tutoring Center 

Drop-In Tutoring allows students to work on assignments independently while having the 
opportunity to have tutor assistance when needed.  Peer tutors are available Monday through 
Friday during designated hours.  Students are encouraged to visit the Tutoring Center to pick up 
a Drop-In Tutoring Schedule that lists specific times and subjects.  (Check the Drop-In Schedule 
regularly because times and subjects offered may change during the course of a semester.)  
Each time you come in for Drop-In Tutoring, you must present a valid Dixie State College 
student identification card to the receptionist.  The receptionist will sign you in and keep your 
card until you leave the Tutoring Center. 

 

Academic integrity 

Plagiarism, or claiming the work of others as your own, is considered cheating.   Furthermore if 
a student is observed looking on another student’s exam, quiz or assignment; talking to another 
student during an exam or quiz; using notes or books not authorized for use during an exam or 
quiz; or in any other manner not observing the “code of conduct” as written in the Dixie College 
catalog, disciplinary action will be undertaken. 

http://library.dixie.edu/courses/subjectguides.html
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
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For the following course policies, exceptions are subject to the instructor’s discretion: 

 If a student is participating in a Dixie State College Official event that conflicts 
with the schedule, they must see the instructor IN ADVANCE of their missing the 
deadlines to arrange alternative dates.  

 You are in college and will be respected as an adult.  Disruption or other discipline 
problems are not tolerated; any person not respecting the rest of the class will 
be removed.    

 It is expected that students will attend each class period.   

 


